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April  Newsletter 

7ÈÁÔȭÓ Happening at SeaRidge 

Songkran Holiday ς ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ƻƴƎƪǊŀƴΣ ƛǎ 

celebrated in mid-April. This brings thousands of visitors, mostly from Bangkok, 

to Hua Hin. Songkran is often the busiest time of the year in Hua Hin and this 

year was no exception. In fact, Hua Hin appeared to be even busier this year, 

probably due in part to the political demonstrations occurring in parts of 

Bangkok over this period. This seems to have prompted more residents than is 

usual to spend the holiday in quieter locales, such as Hua Hin.   

This year, the official Songkran Holiday was from April 13 ς 15. However, many 

workers on our construction site began leaving during the week prior to the 

official holiday. On April 15, the government then made an unexpected 

announcement that the holiday would be extended by a further 2 days, which 

with the following weekend effectively meant a 4 day extension. This extension 

ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎΩ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ όǇŀƎŜ нύΦ 

Vila Completion - During April, we completed construction of 4 villas. We are 

now in the process of legally transferring these villas to their new owners.  

We have some photos of our villas, on pages 3 and 4 of this newsletter. We 

have many more on our website ς just click here to go our website and see 

them. 

Condominium Completion ς Almost all of the internal work in most 

condominium units has now been finished. For a number of the upper floor 

units, particularly those with client-requested modifications, internal work is 

ongoing (page 2). 

As always, our website has many recent photos of our condominium - click here 

ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

Living in Thailand ς A number of our homeowners are looking forward to 

spending part or all of the year in their new SeaRidge homes. ThereforeΣ ǿŜΩŘ 

like to give you a few tips to help make living in Thailand as smooth and easy as 

possible (page 3). 

 

Volume 3, Issue 4 

 

Contents 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ŜŀwƛŘƎŜ 1 

Condo Completion Update 2 

Early Transfer Update 2 

SeaRidge Villa Update 3 

Tips for Living in Thailand 3 

April Photo Tour 3 

Coming Next Month 4 

 
 
 
 

 

www.sierraprojects.com 

http://www.thesearidge.com/villa_photo_gallery.html
http://www.thesearidge.com/condo_photo_gallery.html
http://www.sierraprojects.com/


 

 
SeaRidge Condominium with Coastal Mountains in Background ς April 22 

 

 
Condo Completion Update 

 Completion Schedule ς Almost all of the internal work in most condominium units 

has now been finished, with the exception of ongoing touch-up work. For a 

number of the upper floor units, particularly those with client-requested 

modifications, internal work is ongoing. The completion for each major 

construction component as of April 30 is shown in the table below. 

Condominium Completion as of April 30 

Component % of Total Work Completed 

South Wing North Wing 

Structural 100% 100% 

Architectural 91% 89% 

Electrical 87% 85% 

Sanitary 87% 85% 

Air Conditioning 85% 81% 

Construction progress in April is always affected by the Songkran holiday. Most 

construction workers are from rural areas of northern Thailand and almost all 

make the long trip home for Songkran. Typically, workers begin leaving the 

construction site the week before the official holiday begins. With the 

gƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘhis year on 

construction progress was somewhat greater. 

Swimming Pool ς Construction of the main swimming pool is now about 60% 

complete. The contractor had been on schedule up to the Songkran holiday in 

mid-April. However, with the unexpected announcement by the government of an 

extension in the holiday, and the delayed return of many workers, the contractor 

is now slightly behind schedule (see photo page 4). 

Kitchens ς Our kitchen contractor installed 13 kitchens in April bringing the total 

number of completed kitchens to 38. Therefore, 18 kitchens, almost all of which 

are on the upper floors of the building, remain to be installed (see photo page 4). 

Water Tank ς The main water tank has been finished and filled with water. The 

contractor is now testing all of the water and drain pipes in the condominium by 

pumping water from the tank and throughout the building. 

Construction Photos ς Click here to go to our website and see our latest photos. 
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Early Transfer Update 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

offer of condo early transfer, far 

exceeding our expectations. About 75% 

of our homeowners have accepted early 

transfer, over twice as many as we had 

expected. 

Schedule - Given the very strong 

response, we have had to revise our 

transfer schedule. We now expect to 

transfer most units between about late 

May and the end of June. 

Like all schedules, please bear in mind 

that our schedule provides only an 

estimated transfer date, not a 

guaranteed date. For this reason, we 

have advised homeowners that travel to 

Thailand for the transfer is neither 

recommended nor necessary. 

Insurance ς On April 30, we sent an e-

mail to homeowners regarding insurance. 

As noted in our e-mail, we have made 

arrangements so that homeowners can 

purchase individual condo insurance from 

MSIG Insurance (Thailand) Co. Ltd. MSIG 

is the Thai subsidiary of Japanese market-

leading Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance.   

If you would like to purchase this 

insurance, please let us know so that we 

can confirm these arrangements with 

MSIG. 

More Information ς Contact Pontus at: 

pontus@theSeaRidge.com. 

 

www.theSeaRidge.com 

http://www.thesearidge.com/condo_photo_gallery.html
mailto:pontus@theSeaRidge.com
http://www.thesearidge.com/


 
Grand Majestic Villa ς April 22 

 

Tips for Living in Thailand 
  

A number of our homeowners are looking forward to spending part or all of the year in 

their new SeaRidge homes. Therefore, ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƛǇǎ ǘƻ help make living 

in Thailand as smooth and easy as possible.  

Purchasing Furniture ς Thailand offers a wide range of home furniture to suit almost any 

budget. However, be careful about buying low priced furniture. Unlike Europe and North 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ƛƴ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜsult, low 

priced furniture can be of extremely poor quality. Some may quite literally begin falling 

apart within 6 ς 12 months! At the other end of the spectrum, high quality imported 

furniture can be extremely expensive because of import duties. Instead, the best value for 

money is generally found in good quality Thai made furniture.  

In addition to quality, another major factor to consider is size and comfort. In 

Thailand, furniture is sometimes designed to be better suited to smaller Thai 

physiques than to the typically larger and taller westerner. As a result, westerners may 

find some chairs and sofas to be too small or otherwise uncomfortable. 

Household Help ς One of the best things about living in Thailand is the opportunity to 

have household help who do your cleaning, maintenance and cooking for you.  

Employing a full-time maid/cook costs only 5,000 ς 10,000 baht per month, depending 

on experience, qualifications and English language skills. 

When employing a maid, it is important that you appreciate that significant 

differences exist between Thai and European working cultures. For example: 

¶ Thai culture emphasizes non-confrontation meaning that your maid may simply quit 

her job rather than try to solve a problem she is having with the job or with you. 

Therefore, you need to be quite sensitive in identifying any problems that might be 

arising because if your maid is having a problem, she will probably not tell you.  

¶ In Thailand, showing anger is culturally unacceptable. As a result, becoming angry 

with your maid is a very bad way to convey a problem.   

¶ There is much less emphasis on personal initiative in the Thai workplace than in 

Europe.  As a result, you will need to closely direct ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀƛŘΩǎ activities until you 

have established a very clear daily and weekly routine for her. 

When hiring staff, ask for references from previous employers and check these 

carefully. Also, be aware that there are many illegal migrants, mostly from Burma and 

[ŀƻΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ƳŀƛŘǎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘƛǊƛƴƎ someone legally 

able to work in Thailand, ask to see her Thai government identification card and make 

a photocopy of the card in case you need it in the future. 
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SeaRidge Villa Update  

During April, we completed 

construction of a group of 4 villas. This 

includes 2 Cypress Villas (3 bedrooms), 

1 Crescent Villa (3 bedrooms) and 1 

Grand Majestic Villa (5 bedrooms ς see 

photo at left). 

We are now in the process of legally 

transferring these villas to their new 

owners.  

Infrastructure - Installation of the 

underground utilities (telephone, 

power, water, sewage) has been 

completed in the SeaRidge villa zone. 

The second and final layer of asphalt 

will shortly be applied to the roads 

together with the installation of curbing 

and footpaths. 

 

 
Crescent Villa ς April 30 

 

 
Cypress Villa ς April 30 

More Photos - We have a number of 

recent photos of our villas on our 

website. Just click here to go our 

website and see them.  

More Information - We still have some 

excellent lots remaining, with fantastic 

sea and mountain views. To find out 

more about our SeaRidge villas, please 

contact Pontus Tholin at: 

pontus@theSeaRidge.com. Or you can 

call him on Skype ς his Skype address is 

searidge. 

  

www.theSeaRidge.com 

http://www.thesearidge.com/villa_photo_gallery.html
mailto:pontus@theSeaRidge.com
callto://searidge/
http://www.thesearidge.com/


 
 

 
Completed Villas ς April 30 

  

 
Swimming Pool Construction ς April 30 

 

 
Custom Kitchen in Jasmine 3I ς April 30 

 

 
Jasmine Condo Bathroom ς April 30 

April  Photo Tour 

Photo 1 ς This photo shows two of our recently completed villas - 

Crescent Villa is at right while a Cypress Villa is in the left 

background. The Crescent, with its 3 bedrooms and 4 bathrooms, 

has an internal floor area of 222 m
2
 (2,390 ft

2
) and a total living area 

352 m
2
 (3,790 ft

2
). The Cypress also has 3 bedrooms, but comes with 

a more compact floor plan. The internal area of the Cypress is 175 

m
2
 (1,885 ft

2
) while the total living area is 277 m

2
 (2,980 ft

2
).  Both 

homes come with their own spacious swimming pools. Click here to 

find out more about our SeaRidge villas. 

Photo 2 ς Construction of the main condominium swimming pool 

continues to progress well. The structural work for the pool (the 

reinforced concrete floor and walls) is now complete while the 

piping and filtration system is about 50% finished. Installation of the 

pool tiles will start very soon, which will give the pool a much more 

finished look. 

Photo 3 ς This photo shows a completed kitchen in one of our 3 

bedroom Jasmine condominiums (J3-I). This kitchen incorporates a 

number of client specified upgrades, including an oven, dishwasher 

and built-in microwave oven. To date, 38 kitchens have been 

completed and 3 more are in the process of being installed by our 

contractor. 

Photo 4 ς Our bathrooms include many standard features typically 

available only as expensive upgrades. This photo shows an almost 

completed standard bathroom in one of our Jasmine condos. The 

master bathroom includes both a full sized bathtub (left in photo) 

plus a large separate shower (not shown in photo). You can see the 

sink and vanity with its black granite top and wooden cabinet.  

Above the sink, you can see the space where we will install a huge 

mirror - this will be done once the rest of the bathroom is finished. 

Coming Next Month 
Our SeaRidge Newsletter for May will give you the latest information 

on: 

¶ Condominium completion and transfer update. 

¶ Infrastructure construction update. 

¶ More tips for living in Thailand. 

As always, we welcome your comments ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 

in our Newsletter. E-mail Dan at: dohearn@theSeaRidge.com. 

 

  

SeaRidge Resort Homes 

Sales Office: Soi Grand Hotel, 222/68 Petchkasem Road, Hua Hin 

Prachaup Khiri Khan 77110 Thailand 

Tel: +66 (0) 32-515-464, +66 (0) 89-771-1532 

Fax: +66 (0) 32-515-310 

Skype: searidge 
searidge@theSeaRidge.com 

www.theSeaRidge.com 
www.sierraprojects.com 

  

Go to Website Contact Us 
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